INFANT   ANALYSIS
constitutional factor in talents and, in analogy with what Freud
has proved with reference to disease, the 'accidental5 factor is seen
to be of great importance.
We know that at the narcissistic stage the ego-instincts and
sexual instincts are still united because at the beginning the sexual
instincts obtain a foothold on the territory of the self-preservative
instincts. The study of the transference-neuroses, has taught us
that they subsequently part company, operate as two separate
forms of energy and develop differently. While we accept as
valid the differentiation between ego-instincts and sexual instincts,
we know on the other hand from Freud that some part of the
sexual instincts remains throughout life associated with the
ego-instincts and furnishes them with libidinal components.
That which I have previously called the sexual-symbolic cathexis
of a trend or activity belonging to the ego-instincts corresponds to
this libidinal component. We call this process of cathexis with
libido 'sublimation' and explain its genesis by saying that it gives
to superfluous libido, for which there is no adequate satisfaction,
the possibility of discharge, and that the damming-up of libido
is thus lessened or brought to an end. This conception agrees
also with Freud's assertion that the process of sublimation opens
up an avenue of discharge for over-powerful excitations emanat-
ing from the separate component-sources of sexuality and enables
them to be applied in other directions. Thus, he says, where the
subject is of an abnormal constitutional disposition the superfluous
excitation may find outlet not only in perversion or neurosis but
also in sublimation.1
In his examination of the sexual origin of speech, Sperber
shows2 that sexual impulses have played an important part in the
evolution of speech, that the first spoken sounds were the alluring
calls of mate to mate and that this rudimentary speech developed
as a rhythmic accompaniment to work, which thus became associ-
ated with sexual pleasure. Jones draws the conclusion that
sublimation is the ontogenetic repetition of the process described
by Sperber.3 At the same time, however, the factors conditioning
the development of speech are active in the genesis of symbolism.
Ferenczi postulates that the basis of identification, as a stage pre-
liminary to symbolism, is the fact that at an early stage of its
development the child tries to rediscover its bodily organs and
their activities in every object which it encounters. Since it
1   Three Contributions to the Theory of Sexuality (New York, 1910).
2  Sperber," Imago, Bd. I.
3  Jones,  'The Theory of Symbolism', Papers on Psycho-Analysis, Third Edition;
cf. also Rank and Sachs, Die Bedeutung der Psychoanalyse fur die Geisteswissenschaften.
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